
The Big Push for Midwives Campaign is fiscally sponsored by Sustainable Markets Foundation, a not-for-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt under Internal 
Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). The mission of the Big Push for Midwives is to build winning, state-level advocacy campaigns towards successful regulation and 

licensure of Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

We are envisioning a new model of U.S. maternity care built on expanding access to out-of-hospital maternity care and CPMs, who provide affordable, quality,  
community-based care that is proven to reduce costly and preventable interventions as well as the rate of low-birth weight and premature births. 

We can no longer afford a system that produces inferior results at premium costs. We need safe and less-costly maternity care now. 
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FAQs 
 
What are Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs)? 

Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) are credentialed by the North American Registry of Midwives 
(NARM) to provide out-of-hospital maternity care for healthy women experiencing normal pregnancies. 
The CPM credential, issued by NARM, is nationally accredited by the National Commission for Certifying 
Agencies (NCCA), which is the accrediting arm of the National Organization for Competency Assurance 
(NOCA). The NCCA accredits more than 200 professional credentials such as nurse-midwives, nurse 
anesthetists, nurse practitioners, and critical care nurses.  

NARM certification for CPMs includes: 
 A rigorous educational and training process generally requiring a minimum of three to five years to 

complete 
 Verification of knowledge and skills through the successful completion a national board exam 
 A clinical skills assessment process 
 Continuing education and re-certification every three years 
 Clinical experience in out-of-hospital settings 

CPMs follow the practice standards of the National Association of Certified Professional Midwives 
(NACPM), which include the development of collaborative relationships with other healthcare practitioners 
who can provide care outside the scope of midwifery practice when necessary. The NACPM standards limit 
the CPM scope of practice to the primary maternity care of healthy women experiencing normal 
pregnancies.  

The American Public Health Association (APHA) recognizes the CPM training and clinical skills assessment 
process as the basis of a national certification program for licensing midwives who provide out-of-hospital 
maternity care services. 
 
What is the Midwives Model of Care? 
The Midwives Model of Care is based on the fact that pregnancy and birth are normal life processes. The 
Midwives Model of Care:  

 Monitors the physical, psychological, and social well-being of the mother throughout the childbearing 
cycle 

 Provides the mother with individualized education, counseling, and prenatal care, continuous hands-on 
assistance during labor and delivery, and postpartum support 

 Minimizes technological interventions 
 Identifies and refers women who require obstetrical attention 

The application of this woman-centered model of care has been proven to reduce the incidence of birth 
injury, trauma, and cesarean section.   
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